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State conscious of its own separate right, and no
Parliament is content without a control of taxation.
Hitherto, in a transition period, Ulster has accepted
the Imperial system of taxation without reluctance.
That is not surprising, seeing that the Free State,
having its full fiscal freedom, has not varied the British
taxes, except that, in the stringency of their financial
situation, they have refused to follow the remission
of certain charges. There is at present no financial
inducement for the Six Counties to join with a State
where income tax is five shillings instead of four
and sixpence, and where a postage stamp costs two-
pence instead of three-halfpence.

It is true that Ulster has been paying and continues
to pay a heavy subsidy to the Imperial Services, from
which the Free State has been in practice exempt. On
the other hand, much of this subsidy has been remitted
to Ulster in the shape of payment for Ulster's army of
police. There has been continuously a British 'adminis-
tration sympathetic to Ulster claims. A,Labour Govern-'
ment is admittedly less sympathetic to Ulster's claims,,
and may probably insist that Ulster shall pay for its
own policing. If it came to pass that Ulster were
paying heavier taxes than other Irishmen, a change
of temper would be possible. In that case, the
Protestant ascendancy would probably claim separate
Dominion rights for the northern area.

This would be regarded in Ireland, not as a failure
to carry out^a clause in the Treaty, but an express
violation of it. The Treaty recognised Ireland as a
whole, but Ulster was given the right to exclude itself
from the rule of Dublin by demanding that certain
powers, which otherwise would be entrusted to the
Free State Parliament, should remain with the Imperial
Parliament. A further claim stipulated that if Ulster
exercised the right, the boundary should be brought
into conformity with the wishes of the adjacent
population : and this clause has not received effect.

One may assume that the British State wiE continue
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